
1 
 

 

 

 

Training Materials – Session 2- Created by Karen Fenlon & Zoryana Pshyk  

‘THAT 19 EURO?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

Session 2 ‘That 19 Euro?’ -  Poem and Video 

From 2020-2021 College Connect in partnership with the Irish Refugee Council carried out 
research with over 100 refugees. 87 of whom had spent between 6 months and 10 years in 
Direct Provision.  

In 2019, adults living in Direct Provision in Ireland received an allowance of €19.10 per week. 
Asylum seekers were not allowed access to work or to education, and often had no right to 
cook for themselves and were given culturally inappropriate food. 

Unsurprisingly, many people on this research spoke about… 

‘That 19 Euro? 

 

Introduction                 10 Minutes 

Write the word MONEY on the board/flipchart/say it, if online. Ask the group what’s the first 

thing they think of when they hear the word ‘money’? 

Now ask the group, if they think it is possible to live in Ireland on €19.10 a week? 

Once you have feedback, see if anyone mentions people in Direct Provision. If not, share the 

information above. 

 

Group Work                                                                                                         15 Minutes 

We would suggest dividing the group into small groups or pairs.  

Ask the groups to appoint a note taker and a spokesperson who would feedback their 

collective answers when they return to the large group.  

Give the group a 19 Euro note, we have one available in printable version below. (Or use 

real money if you prefer). 

Ask them to collectively discuss and answer the questions about the 19 euro note, provided 

below in printable format.   
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Question 1. 

Take a bit of time to look and feel the note. What are you thinking? 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question 2. 

Image that this was your weekly income. What are you thinking? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Question 3. 
You cannot go to work and so you cannot earn any more money. How are you feeling? 
 
 
 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Question 4. 
You are in a different country, you have no family or friends to call. What are you thinking? 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Question 5. 
Your daughter is going back to school, new uniform, new shoes, school supplies. How do you feel? 
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Discussion About Answers                                                                                                 10 Minutes 
Bring the small groups back to the large group.  
 
Facilitator may like to focus on the feelings the 19 Euro and associated questions stirred 
within the group.. 
 

• Confusion. 

• No feeling. 

• Lost. 

• Ashamed. 

• Hopelessness. 

• Failure. 

• Sad. 

• Other feelings the group might talk about.  
 

 

Play the ‘That 19 EURO?’ Video                                                                                          5 Minutes 

Give the group some time to reflection on the video and take some notes if they would like 
to. Ask participants to consider the following as they watch; 

• What thoughts are going through your head as you watch the video? 

• What feelings does this video invoke for you? 
 
 
Discussion after the video in smaller groups                                                                 5 Minutes  
 
Ask the group to go back into their smaller groups/pairs.  Ask the groups to appoint a note 

taker and a spokesperson who will feedback their collective answers when they return to 

the large group. Ask the group to discuss the video and what feelings they may have had 

while watching the video.  

 

Discussion after the video - Larger group                 15 Minutes 

1. Ask the group how they feel after watching the video. Did anything surprise them.  

What stood out in the video for them? 

2. We have added a number of question that might help with the group discussion. 

3. You could also use the poem below, or some lines from the poem to generate and help with 

the discussion. 
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Question 1 

Did this video and its contents surprise you? 

Question 2 

Did the feelings you had before you looked at the video change in anyway? 

Question 3. 

Do you think that your feelings are similar to the people in the video, after watching it? 

Question 4. 

Before the video the task you did was not real, did the video make you think more 

realistically about being in that situation with the 19 Euro? 

Question 5. 

Has this video given you an insight into the lives of people living in Direct Provision and the 

barriers they face on a daily basis?  

                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                         

Close 

• Share any comment or learning you have gained from the session.  

• End the session with a final word or sentence from everyone to encapsulate how 

they are feeling and ensure that very one is OK with the topic that was discussed 

today in the session.  

  

Supplementary Ideas 

Ask the group to find information on asylum seekers/ refugees right to work, the law change that allows 
people in Direct Provision to work. We have added some links that maybe useful to get some information.  

Government agrees framework for access to work for International Protection Applicants - The Department 
of Justice 

Right to Work of People in Direct Provision – Commission welcomes Supreme Court decision - IHREC - Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission 

Employment | Irish Refugee Council 

Ask the group to find information on how people living in Direct Provision or people with refugee status gain 
access to higher education. (Grants, entry requirements). 

Education | Irish Refugee Council 

Other bursaries and scholarships | Funding, Governance and Performance | Higher Education Authority 
(hea.ie) 

Ask the participants to do a small reflective essay on today’s session. 

 

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Access_To_Work_for_International_Protection_Applicants
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Access_To_Work_for_International_Protection_Applicants
https://www.ihrec.ie/right-work-people-direct-provision-commission-welcomes-supreme-court-decision/
https://www.ihrec.ie/right-work-people-direct-provision-commission-welcomes-supreme-court-decision/
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/Listing/Category/employment
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/Listing/Category/education
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/other-finance-bursaries-scholarships/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/other-finance-bursaries-scholarships/
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